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PREFACE.

HEN| [VALILARNAVY is the name of a Mahakavya
N in twenty two cantoes by Sri Nilakantha
Dikshita. It treats of the famous sixty four

lilas or plays of God Siva otherwise known as
Sundaranatha at  Madura, the great South Indian
Shrine.  Tradition has it that (God Siva incarnated
himself a¥ Sundara Pandya the marvellous king of
the Pandyan Dynasty at Madura and for the sake of
hix several Bhaktas performed sixty four miraculous
feats which ave all daly narrated in this Kavya in
heautiful mellifluous poetry. At Madura we can
even now observe these sixty four feats being perform-
ed as festivals in the Temple.  These feats are found
recordedin - the Halasya  Mahatmya—the  45th
khanda of the Skanda Purana which is the source
for thix poem also. The author of this Kavya,
Nilakantha  Dikshita  otherwise  known  as
Avva  Dikshita,  who  Hourished in  the first
half of the seventeenth century was the grandson of
the brother of the renowned Appaya Dikshita and was
the Prime Minister and Cowt Pandit of Tirumala
Navak, the most powerful and the hest known of the



il

Nayak dynasty who ruled over the Pandyan kingdom
at Madura for thirty-six eventful years. He waa" a
great poet and has written several works amoI‘)Q “"l""_h
this Kavya holds the foremost rank. The dietion is
sweet and the flow quite natural. None of his con-
tgmporaries could equal him in the ease of his style or
in the depth of his learning. He neither labours
himself nor does he belabour the brains of others.
His is a natural uninterrupted low of choice expres-
sions pregnant with meanings and wonderful similes.
His wminor works are six viz., Kalividambana,
Sabharanjana, Anyapadesasataka, Santivilasa, Vuira-
gyasataka and Anandasagarastava. Of his major
works, besides this Kavya we have Gangavatarana,
Nalacharita Nataka, Kyyatavyakhyana and iva-
tattvarahasya, Fuller particulars regarding this ot
and his contemporaries can he gleaned from the
learned Sanskrit Introduction for which my grate-
ful thanks are due to My T, S. Kurevswawy
SASTRIGAL of the Govt, Training School, Tanjore,
who it was that first gave me a  heautifully
written manuseript of this Poem. Later on 1 obtain-
ed a splendid palm leat copy of the same from .
Holiness Sri Jagadguru of Sringeri who graciously
ordered me to print this work i the Syi Vani Vilas
Sanskrit Series.  With the help of these manuseri pta
and a third obtained through a friend, this edition
was prepared and I now issue it to the Public i),
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the full confidence that they would accord it an
honorable place in the front rank of similar Sankrit
Poems. To enhance the beauty of the book I have
added several half-tone and coloured illustrations in
their proper places and trust they would be duly
appreciated.

J. K. Ralasubrakmanyam
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